
Update on new GMO for July and August 2020 

  

Study of the month 

A new scientific paper published in the Environmental Sciences Europe journal gives an overview of 

the risks associated with genome editing procedures for plants and animals. The risks are not only 

restricted to a wide range of unintended effects that can be triggered by the process of genome 

editing. There are also risks associated with the intended biological characteristics generated 

through genome editing. 

https://enveurope.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s12302-020-00361-2 

  

Oped of the month 

Targeted for British readers, this opinion piece from Joanna Blythman can inspire us. Proponents 

claim that gene editing is a precise, safe technology with predictable outcomes. Sound familiar? They 

say that they’re only making very small changes to the genetic make-up of foods, merely mimicking 

what might happen through natural mutation. Tellingly, they seek patents for these altered foods. 

Patents are only granted if you can show an inventive step that is man-made. So claims that gene 

editing is simply causing changes that could happen naturally go out the window. 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18656797.opinion-joanna-blythman-gene-editing-improve-

food-sounds-good---become-public-health-nightmare/ 

  

Inspiring poll among German citizens 

The German ministry of Environment conducted a poll among German citizens on their attitudes and 

opinions on nature, including GMO. Almost 90 per cent of Germans doubt that the long-term 

consequences of new genetic engineering processes are currently foreseeable. 95 per cent of those 

surveyed believe that possible effects on nature should always be investigated when plants are 

genetically modified using new techniques.  

https://www.bmu.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Pools/Broschueren/naturbewusstseinsstudie_2019_bf.

pdf(page 61) 

  

Interview of the month: 

For the German readers, high recommended interview with the Swiss researcher Angelika Hilbeck on 

new GMO. 

&apos;If all of this were to work as we are always promised, these plants would have to run off the 

production line like mobile phones. After all, people always like to compare themselves with the IT 

industry and use its language, talk about "editing", "code" and so on. But if you take a comparable 

timeframe and look at what the IT industry has achieved in the last eight years, then this is a rather 

unsuccessful industry.&apos; 

https://www.spektrum.de/news/diese-branche-lebt-davon-viel-schaum-zu-schlagen/1752354 

  

Video of the month: 

The German-French TV produced 2 extremely entertaining videos on CRISPR. Watch and enjoy. In 

French: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCh-FYJocy4 

In German: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=15&v=56zVGYobX9M&feature=emb_logo 
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